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Savarkundla (Amreli) : Weddings and extensive rituals go
hand in hand. But in Khadasali village, 30 km from
Savarkundla in Amreli district, religious beliefs take a step
beyond. Here, no vows are exchanged — be it a Hindu wedding
or a Muslim one — without first paying obeisance at the Peer
Baba dargah. And, so it’s no surprise seeing SRP jawan
Mahesh Bagda religiously doing the rounds of the dargah
for the past 10 days praying for a ‘happily ever after’ wedding
and bright career. Bagda is set to tie the knots on Thursday.
This 1s a tradition that has no exception and brides and
grooms not only from Khadasali but also from nearby villages
make a beeline to the dargah before embarking on their
conjugal journey. In fact, the dargah plays a crucial role on
all auspicious work. Locals do not initiate any work without
praying at the dargah. So, why is Khadasali dargah different,
when Hindus visiting dargahs is not an uncommon practice
? Peer Baba dargah stands tall in a village comprising 1,500
people, which doesn’t have a single member from the Muslim
community. That’s the difference. Patels and Brahmins have
been preserving this shrine, praying here regularly for nearly
200 years now. Khadasali truly shines as example of communal
amity especial amid the acrimonious politics over the
destruction of shrines and religious intolerance.
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SURAT : A local court on Thursday issued death warrant
against a 23-year old man, who was given capital punishment
for rape and murder of a three-year-old girl in Godadara area
in 2018. The warrant states that the convict Anil Yadav will
hang in Ahmedabad Central Jail at 4.30 am on March 29,
said Nayan Sukhadwala, district government pleader, Surat.
The court of additional sessions judge PS Kala on Thursday
issued the death warrant against Yadav, whose plea
challenging the July 2019 sentence was rejected by the
Gujarat high court in December last year, thereby confirming
capital punishment. “This was rarest of rare case and will
send out a strong message in the society. He, however, has
the legal option to challenge the death penalty in Supreme
Court,” said Sukhadwala. The girl had gone missing on
October 14, 2018 and her body was found stuffed in a plastic
bag the next day from Yadav’s house. Yadav, a labourer in
textile unit, lived on the ground floor of the same building
where the minor lived with her family on the upper floor.
Her father and Yadav were friends. Yadav, was convicted for
rape, murder, unnatural sex and attempt to destroy the
evidences. Prosecution had demanded capital punishment
stating that it was a rarest of rare crime considering the
brutality that the girl was subjected to.
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